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Stephen John Ellis/Observer 
Les Schwab employees have been busy the past couple of weeks putting studded tires on cars. Drivers are allowed to have studded tires on their cars between N ov.1 and March S 1 every year. 
Fire and ice: DOT winter weather plans draw 
- . 
heat from Snoqualmie Pass commuters 
by Paul Balcerak 
City editor 
The threat of being trapped during a 
Snoqualmie Pass closure could be a 
thing of the past if the Washington State 
Department of Transportation has its 
way. But at Tuesdays meeting, Pass resi-
dents voiced heavy displeasure at one 
of the WSDOT's plans to cut down on 
travel problems. -
Nearly one hundred people were on 
hand for the meeting called "Keeping 
Snoqualmie Pass Open," during which 
the WSDOT's Traffic Flow Management 
(TFM) system came Linder heavy fire. 
"One time there was a three-hour 
backup," Cle Elum resident Eric Allen 
said of the system. "You literally had 
people running out of gas." 
The meeting was called by the. 
WSDOT to consider ideas from the 
public on keeping the Pass open 
throughout the winter. 
TFM was originally used at Donner 
Pass, Calif., and was implemented at the 
Snoqualmie Pass last November. TFM is 
a system of metering traffic, in which 
Washington State Troopers close off 
freeway lanes to prevent congestion 
over the Pass. With theTFM system one 
or more lanes are closed and traffic is 
diverted along a set path. Sometimes all 
lanes can be closed. According to the 
WSDOT Web site, the system is only 
used when six inches of snow are pre-
dieted to fall within a 12-hour period. 
Six other traffic control methods 
were discussed during the meeting, 
including chain enforcement, ava-
lanche control and access for emer-
gency services. 
According to a brochure provided 
by the WSDOT, TFM "minimizes the 
chance of large-scale accidents," allows 
better freeway access for snow plows, 
and cuts down on snow compaction on 
the roadway. 
TFM will help with the ideological 
goal of preventing 1-90 of closures alto-
gether, WSDOT officials said. 
"We understand what the impor-
tance of 1-90 is, and we're going to do 
everything we can to keep it open all 
winter long," said WSDOT assistant 
regional administrator Casey McGill. 
Residents like Allen criticized mas-
sive delays caused by TFM, arguing that 
1-90 traffic ran relatively smooth prior to 
TFM coming Into use. 
"This freeway has been open for 20 
years, and this has never been an issue 
in the past," Hyak resident Clint Dean 
said. 
Both Allen and Dean took issue with 
the placement of TFM meter areas. 
Allen said he had to run crackers to 
children in a car behind him on one· 
occasion qecause they were growing 
hungry during the wait. 
One WSDOT official at the meeting 
acknowledged the problems with TFM, 
but said the system isn't going to simpiy 
go away. 
"We need to improve it (TFM) and 
revise it," WSDOT Regional Administra-
tor Don Whitehouse said. "We have a 
new plan out that says we will only use 
it certain days of the week." 
Dean offered a simple remedy for 
the TFM system. 
"Don't meter traffic at an exit where 
people are gong to be stuck without 
food (and) fuel," he said. 
Other locals suggested that prob-
lems could be averted by providing spe-
cial commuter lanes for residents. East-
on resident Larry Everett said drivers 
from outlying areas who aren't used to 
driving in the snow are responsible for 
many accidents on the Pass. Most area 
residents have at least one four-wheel-
drive vehicle and are able to navigate 
the icy freeway better than unprepared 
travelers, he said. 
"If they had an officer checking your 
license (to make sure you were a Pass 
resident) ... why do you have to spend 
six hours waiting at the Pass?" Everett 
said. 
McGill said such a system had been 
considered by the WSDOT. 
"We've thought about an l.D. badge 
system for people who live or work at 
the Pass so they can be getting servic-
es," McGill said. 
WSDOT officials said they'll take 
public comments from the meeting into 
Winterizing.your car 
Mark McCracken, manager of Les Schwab Tires in Ellensburg, said there are 
several items essential to a winter car kit, including: 
• A flashlight with fresh batteries 
• Gloves 
• Water 
• Flares 
• A pair of pliers 
• A Phillip's head and flathead screwdrivers 
In addition, McCracken said basic car maintenance is important to winter 
driving. He said student drivers should keep an eye on their anti-freeze, car 
batteries and tire pressu.re throughout the winter. 
WSDOT Chain Installation Service 
The WSDOT will introduce a n~w program in '2006 aimed at helping 
motorists who are inexperienced or unable to install their own snow chains. The 
WSDOT's Chain Installation Service will allow trained, contracted installers to 
help motorists driving over mountain passes on l-90 and US Hwy. '2. Fees will 
vary based on the kind of vehicle being used. · 
Passenger cars: $25 installation, $10 removal 
Trucks: $'25 installation per wheel, $10 removal 
Information provided by WSDOT brochure and WSDOT Assistant Regional 
consideration and that those same com-
ments will be posted online for other 
members of the public to view. 
"We have to look at those com-
ments and see what they are," said Dan 
Floyd, WSDOT assistant maintenance 
operations engineer. "Whether traffic 
flow management stays in its current 
form or goes away (has yet to be deter-
mined)." 
Information from the meeting can 
be obtained on line at: 
www.wsdot.wa.gov!Projects/190/Sno-
qualmiePassEast!keepPASSopen/ 
***See story on page 4 for another 
story regarding the Ellensburg Pub! ic 
Works Department's winter prepara-
tions.*** 
D November 16, 2006-News-Observer 
"Controversial" childrens' books see new light 
by Carleigh Lorenz 
Staff reporter 
Violence, witches, alcohol, suicide, 
nude pictures and Satanism. These are 
just a few of the reasons why popular 
children's books have been banned in 
various communities. 
Now the books are coming to Cen-
tral Washington University, for theatri-
cal readings as part of the Big Banned 
Books program. . 
The books the theatre department 
will be reading are "The ABC's of Hal-
loween" by Patty Eubank, "A Light iil 
the Attic" by Shel Silverstein, "The 
Complete Fairy Tales of the Brothers 
Grimm" by Jacob Wilhelm K. Grimm 
and "Are You My Mother?" by P.O. East-
man. 
"I think when people see these 
books actually performed, it wi II be so 
clear how harmless and innocuous they 
are - that they've been unfairly targeted 
for censorship," said Cynthia Mitchell, 
chair of the First Amendment Festival 
and assistant professor of journalism. 
"The Complete Fairy Tales of the 
Brothers Grimm" includes Hansel and 
Gretel, Little Red Riding Hood and 
Snow White. 
For schools in the Kyrene School 
Disrict in Kyrene, Ariz. the book was 
only allowed to students in the sixth 
through eighth grade in 1994. 
According to the 2005 "Banned 
Books Resource Guide," this was due to 
the inclusion of anti-Semitic references, 
violence and negative portrayals of 
female characters in the book. 
"Hansel and Gretel" was .disputed in 
1992 at the Mount Diablo School Dis-
trict in Calif., because people believed 
it portrayed witches as monsters. 
It also suggested it is okay to kill 
witches. 
"Little Red Riding Hood" was 
banned in 1990 from the Culver City 
and Empire school districts in California 
because there was a bottle of wine in 
Little Red Riding Hood's baske1, which 
people viewed as endorsing alcohol 
use. 
In 1992, public school libraries in 
Duval, Fla., limited "Snow White" to 
students who had parental permission 
because of the portrayal of violence. 
According to the Banned Books 
Resource Guide, the violence in ques-
tion occurs when a boar is killed by a 
hunter and the witch commands that 
Snow White's heart be torn out. 
Another disputed book is "Mother 
Goose: Old Nursery Rhymes." A Miami 
Metro Commissioner disputed this book 
in 1983 at the public library in Dade 
County, Fla. because it included an 
anti-Semitic verse, "Jack sold his gold . 
egg I to a rogue Jew I who cheated him 
out I of half his due," according to the 
Banned Books.Resource Guide. 
"A Light in the Attic" by Shel Silver-
stein is a children's book that has 
caused controversy. 
It was challenged at 11 different 
schools between 1985 and 1996, 
according to the 2001 Banned Books 
Resource Guide. 
The reasons varied from praise of 
Satan to promotion of discourteous 
behavior. · 
"A Light in the Attic" also was com-
pletely taken out of libraries in Minot, 
N.D. Public Schools in 1986 because a 
superintendent believed there were 
provocative images in the book. 
After a review committee evaluated 
its content, the book was returned to 
Call for Nominations: 
The Center for Student Empowerment needs your 
input into our annual Women 1s Achievement 
Cele bra ti on. This event was created to honor and 
celebrate women and men who have made 
significant contributions in women's issues and 
achievement in the CWU and Ellensburg 
communities. 
This is your opportunity to acknowledge someone 
you believe has contri~uted to women's 
ac~ievement in your life or in your commu:iity. 
To nominate, visit our website at · 
www.cwu.edu/ "'ecenter for nomination form and 
information. The deadline to submit nominations 
has been extended to November 30, 2006. 
Laurel Ebenal !Observe. 
Freshman Erin Hayes, along with several other theatre education majors and assistant professor of theatre arts 
Elise Forier acted out ·~ Light in the Attic" on the second floor of the library Tuesday night for the Big Bad 
Banned Books program, which is a part of the First Amendment Fesival. 
shelves. 
In 1992, ,public school libraries in 
Duval County, Fla. limited the book to 
students who had parental permission 
to read it because of an image of the 
, person's nude backside being stung by a 
bee. 
Two school districts in different 
states argued that the poem "Little Abi-
gail and the Beautiful Pony" in "A Light 
in the Attic" is morbid and introduces 
suicide to children'. 
The first reading of the Big Bad 
Banned Books was lastTuesday, on the 
second floor of Central's Brooks Library. 
The second showing is 6 p.m. 
tonight at the Organized Noise Coffee 
House on Main Street. The last showing 
is noon tomorrow, Nov. 17 in Central's 
Tower Theatre. 
\.J~r"*o,_~ -~o<~· 
classifieds l:iy students tor' students 
CENTRAL1 S NEWEST SOURCE FOR GREAT CLOTHES , 
v~~rArsE couo 
Affordable Men's & Women's Used 
Name-Brand Clothing 
962-9491 
708 E. Unive,.,ity Way 
loroted in the Plaza 
Between Grant's Pizzo Place &. Canyon River llokery 
Save these dates 
for your one-stop 
holiday shopping~ 
Thursday, Nov. 30 
IO a.nl.. - 6 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 1 
10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 2 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
SANTA COMES 
TO CENTRAL 
Saturday, Dec. 2 
II a.m. - 2 p.m. 
"The student performances are 
charming and funny," Elise Forier, assis-
tant professor of theatre arts, said. "The 
books are glorious, the projects are art-
ful and enriching, and oddly enough, 
considered very dangerous to children 
by large factions of the population. 
That's food for thought. And 'thinking' 
is what we ought to be doing at a uni-
versity." 
NEWS BRIEF 
Daniel Berthiaume, senior 
physical education and 
health sciences major died 
Saturday Nov. 4 in 
Ellensburg. Berthiaume, a 
transfer student from 
Olympic College, was from 
Port Orchard. Services were . 
held Saturday, Nov. 11 at IO 
a.m. at Rill's Tribute Center 
in Port Orchard. Central' s 
Counseling Center is 
available and has extended 
service to those affected by 
the death. The Counseling 
Center is open from 8a.m. to 
5p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday 
and Thursday 
Correction 
In last week's article, 
"ROTC alum returns for 
Veteran's salute," Shawn 
Palmer was not in ROTC 
and served on two Western 
Pacific deployments, one of 
which was to the Arabian 
Gulf in support of 
Operation Sou,thern Watch. 
Observer-News-November 16, 2006 II 
SURC issues are cosmetic, not problematic 
Cracked floors, an overheating ' 
projectio~ room and the "door t~ 
nowhere" are addressed and explained 
by Korben Cook 
Staff reporter 
An air of mystery has surrounded 
the Student Union and Recreation Cen-
ter (SURC) since it opened in April 
2005. 
Construction workers have been 
installing ceiling tiles on first floor 
rooms that appear to be unfinished, and 
cracks have appeared in cement that 
could lead to foundation instability. 
Although open, the SURC does not 
appear to be complete, and problems 
have appeared, ma.king students nerv-
ous. 
"The building is up to code and is 
99 percent complete," John Drinkwater, 
senior director of campus life, said. "It's 
my first building. I wish to heck I would 
have thought of putting a hallway 
between the bookstore and dining serv-
"Day-to-day 
operations of the 
building won't 
be affected by 
the completion 
of the punch list 
items." 
~Jeff Rosenberry 
ASCWU-BOD V.P. for 
student life and facilities 
ices to get back to the loading dock, but 
I didn't." 
Some people have heard that the 
SURC is three inches lower on the north 
side of the building and that the second 
floor is sloped. 
These are only a few of many 
rumors floating aro4nd campus, but 
that is all that they amount to - rumors. 
"[The repairs] are all part of the 
package; it's natural, it's what we need 
to do." 
The SURC is still undergoing cos-
metic repairs, but there is nothing struc-
turally wrong with the building, said 
Bill Vertrees, associate vice president for 
facilities management. Vertrees is 
responsible for overseeing the contracts 
between the architect, the construction 
company, and al) others involved with 
the consruction of the SURC. 
The SURC is covered by a one-year 
maintenance plan, during which time 
repairs occur, Vertrees said. 
The SURC is open because the uni-
v:ersity had a set deadline. Administra-
tors wanted students to have the servic-
es and the facilities in a safe environ-
ment as quickly as possible, Vertrees 
said. 
Like any construction project it 
takes some time after construction is 
deemed complete to assess what needs 
to be repaired or improved, Vertrees 
said. 
Students may wonder if there are 
any extra costs for repairs in addition to 
the SURC fees. 
Al I the money has been previously 
accounted for, said Jeff Rosenberry, 
Associated Students of Central Wash-
ington University Board of Directors 
vice president for student life and facil-
ities. 
"We will not [increase cost] to the 
students one bit," Rosenberry said. 
When the initial planning for the 
SURC began 12 years ago, a contin-
gency was designed in the budget for 
repairs and minor touch-ups. 
The roughly 230,000 square foot 
structure was planned with a hard 
budget of $49.6 million. 
The hard budget comes from the 
students by SURC fees on their tuition 
bill. 
see SURC page 5 
Laurel Ebenal!Observer 
The concrete panels are poured in separate sections, and a few panels settled unevenly, resulting in minor 
sloping. The cracks are part of the drying process as the concrete continues to release moisture and harden. 
Food and music lead International Education Week 
by Beth McGuffin 
Staff reporter 
Dance, informational sessions, films 
and ethnic cuisine mark Central Wash-
ington University's International Educa-
tion Week. Events began Monday, Nov. 
13 and go through Friday Nov. 17. 
Events kicked off Monday morning 
with a variety of scheduled activities 
planned for the rest of the week. 
"You don't have to study abroad for 
an international experience/' Kate 
McCarthy, study abroad advisor, said. 
Programs like Monday night\ "De-
mystifying the Middle East," are gr~at 
informative discussions on culturat reli-
gion, and political aspects, McCarthy 
said. During the discussion, two Cen-
tral professors and two visiting scholars 
addressed a variety of commonly mis-
understood issues. 
Ryan Hollon, social science and 
education major, said that he originally 
went to "De-mystifying the Middle 
East" for a school assignment, but found 
it to be beneficial and interesting. Hol-
lon was happy he attended the lecture 
and plans on attending more Interna-
tional Education Week events through-
out the week. 
"I'm really looking forward to Thurs-
day's events," Hollon said, "It sounds 
like it will be fun." 
Events: 
Today 
12 p.m.- Masquerade 
storytelling presentation 
in the SURC pit 
4 p.m.- Study abroad in 
your own backyard in the 
International Center, rm 
101 
7 p.m.- Village drum 
masquerade in the SURC 
Ballroom 
Friday, Nov. 17 
1 p.m.- Contextualizing 
the immigration debate in 
the SURC Theatre 
This year's theme is "Many Mean-
ings of Movement." It includes physical 
interaction of studying abroad and 
movement within culture, religion, 
political environments and food. 
"It is easy for students to participate 
in International Education Week," 
McCarthy said. "Dining services is 
involved and will be preparing ethnic 
cuisine all week." 
International Education Week (IEW) 
Mary Ebenal!Observer 
Kevin Locke demonstrates a Lakota hoop dance last Monday night in the SURC ballroom. The event helped kick 
off Central's International Education Week, which includes food, ·dance and discussion sessions. 
is a nationally recognized program, 
organized by the United States Depart-
ment of State and Department of Educa-
tion. This is the seventh annual IEW. 
This week's events are funded by the 
International Studies Program, Associat-
ed Students of Central Washington Uni-
versity Board of Directors, and the 
Diversity Education Center. 
According to the IEW website, 88 
percent of American college students 
believe international education will 
give them <i competitive advantage in 
the work pla~e. 
Almost 90 percent of students in 
America belteve having international 
students on campus enriches their own 
learning experience. 
"This week is fun for me; I am really 
interesting in the topics and events on 
campus," Kymber Jennings, senior his-
tory and German major, said. 
Jennings said she got a lot of good 
information from the lecture on the 
Middle East Monday night and she 
plans on attending more events. 
All events are free and open to the 
public. For more information contact or 
visit the International Study Abroad 
Office, 963-7408. 
D Observer - City - November 16, 2006 
City 
News from around the Ellensburg community 
Public works director prepares I.or winter chill 
Akers reacts to 
road conditions, 
driver safety 
by Ford Harris 
Staff reporter 
Winter is here and rearing its ugly 
head in Ellensburg and transportation 
issues are looming. Snow has already 
fallen on Ellensburg and on Snoqualmie 
Pass, so preparations for winter are 
already being done. There are many 
things that the city must do to prepare 
for the cold, and John Akers, director of 
Ellensburg's public works department, 
heads the winter preparation team. 
Q : What are the city's responsibilities 
for handling the winter weather? 
A: The street department is our lead 
department for winter weather 
response. Ice control, snow plowing, 
and surface storm drain maintenance is 
conducted by this department. When 
it becomes necessary to mobilize for 
snow plowing, other employees from 
other divisions (water, sewer, parks, nat-
ural gas divisions) are used to operate 
snow removal equipment. In extreme 
.events, contract plows and trucks are 
added to the fleet to deal with large 
events. Ice control is handled by the 
on-call employee in the street depart-
ment, who operates a sand or salt appli-
cator depending on temperature and 
moisture forecast. 
In addition to roadway mainte-
nance, the city also uses its parks 
department employees to remove snow 
iPod USB 
Charger 
iPod socks 
on sidewalks, adjacent city owned 
properties and corner ramps in the cen-
tral business district. 
Q: What does your department specifi-
cally do to prepare for winter? 
A: Winter prep involves calling for 
contract plow or truck bids, mounting 
of plows on city dump trucks, installa-
tion of plow gates on city and contract 
road graders, and personnel training or 
refreshers for all employees likely to be 
called into snow service. 
Q: How do you deal with planning for 
winter's budget when winters around 
here are so unpredictable? What hap-
pens when you spend too much for 
preparing? Too low? 
A: Winter budget preparation is gen-
erally based upon an average historical 
perspective. We look at what our 
equipment, labor and material costs 
have averaged over about 30 years, and 
factor in inflation. If we need addition-
al resources due to an extreme snow 
year we rely upon supplemental budget 
appropriation from the emergency fund 
in place to address these kinds of short-
falls. If we have a mild snow season, 
unspent funds replenish the emergency 
fund. 
Q: What are the main types of equip-
ment you have for the winter months? 
More specifically how many sand trucks 
do you bring in? How many plows? 
Salt? 
A: We run one sand or salt truck, 
three road graders, four plow-mounted 
iPod earphones lnCase 
Neoprene case 
10% off iPod accessories 
iSkin case 
I 
Authorized 
Campus Store 
Through Nov 22, 2006 
iPod nano 
armband Nike+ nano 
armband Nike+ kit 
Item must be in stock to receive discount. no rain 
checks will be provided; certain items excluded from 
sale 
CENTRAi. WASHINGTON UNIVF.RSITY 
TIJIU'fatm.U<:-u.L 
cwu IS an EEO/AA/TIU& IX lnsututlon. TDD 509-963-2143 
Winter has already hit Snoqualmie Pass. Ellensburg public works director John Akers said that students need to 
make sure that parked cars are out of the way of snow plows when heavy snow fall hits roads and parking lots. 
dump trucks and one loader-mounted 
snow blower. if additional resources 
become necessary, we employ contrac-
tors selected on a cost-per-hour bidding 
process each October. 
control relies heavily on the police 
department monitoring conditions and 
calling us out when conditions 
demand. 
able to avoid plowing in vehicles 
parked along the road. 
I know it is frustrating to wake up in 
the morning and realize there is a lot of 
snow trapping your car, but our first 
focus is to make the roadways clear. It is 
not possible to spend the adaitional 
time and resources necessary to totally 
remove snow from the roadway. We do 
a fair job of not plowing in driveways, 
trapping your car, but again it is some-
times difficult for the operators to see 
driveway locations in deep snow. This is 
particularly true when they are plowing 
in the middle of the night. 
Q: What is your number one concern 
for the winter months? Car wrecks? 
Floods? Snow? Injuries? 
.Q: Is there anything Central students 
can specifically do to prepare them-
selves and their vehicles for the upcom-
ing months? 
A: Public safety is our primary con-
cern. The highest probability of injury 
exists from failure to properly control 
roadway ice. Snow slows people down, 
but ice hurts people. Our focus on ice 
A: Use additional caution and look 
out for your neighbors. If you're in a sit-
uation where it is ·necessary to park on 
the street, be aware that when it 
becomes necessary to plow, we are not 
,. RossWaJfette!Observ~r 
The Oak. Rail Bar and Grill ~~o~e of the. few~~s!~~~~;~ ~:~ll~ns~u~~t~'~~f · fi~d by thest~te :,'.. 
asa nightclub. A new lawrequires 11ightclub dwners<to install sprinkler :~,Y;'ste for safety. " 
Ellensburg, 'clubs' mav 
drown in s.prinkles debt 
by Sean McPherson 
Asst. city editor 
Costs and fire safety are at odds as a state law 
requiring sprinkler systems in nightclubs is coming 
into effect next year. 
The law is that all state-de(i11~p11ightclubs have to 
install a sprinkler system by Deg, l, .2007. The state 
defines a nightclub as a business which can hold 
more than 100 people, has a primary revenue source 
in the sale and consumption of beverages and pro-
vides live entertainment or recorded music conduct-
ed by an employee. . 
Rich Elliot, deputy fire chief, said the law does 
affect a few businesses in EIJ~ns.~urg, including tb~ 
Oal<Rail .Bar and Grill and t~~b~.r i~ . the Ellensbur,g 
Inn. Thetaw was written to prevent incidents like the 
nightclub fire in Rhode !sland;"where a fire broke out 
during a .. tive performance and killed around 1 00 peo-
pie, Elliot said. 
Sprinkler systems help; no one ever died in a 
building with a fully functional sprinkler system, Elliot 
said. Most of the time, sprinkler systems aren't 
installed unless they are required by law1 because 
they cost a lot of money. 
Teddy Collman, ownerofthe Oak Rail, said 
!ayy was a huge burden .on .~malt businesses. He said 
that.a sprinkler system wguld cost $50,000 to install. 
There are many other requir(';ments for fire prevention 
as it is, Collman said. The dance floor, for examp!e, 
was made to be fire proof. 
"You couldn't burn this thing down/' Collman 
said. 
;;CQ!lrn~n ~~id Jhe .. I 
~~(i~?~,, a,s oth~\;,.busi 
'du'b dassificati~n by 
'source of revenue instea(:f rinks. Collman said 
hastalled his lawyersandwHI fight the law. 
Observer - 0 inion - November 16, 2006 
LETTERS TO THE EOITOR 
Letters must be submitted by 5 p.m. 
PINION 
Monday the week of publication, 
must be less than 300 words, include 
your name and phone number and be 
E-mailed to the Observer. Only one 
letter a month will be accepted from 
an individual. 
Kathryn Lake 
Editor-in-Chief 
The holidays seem to come earlier 
and earlier as the years go by. When I 
was shopping the week before Hal-
loween for candy and a costume, win-
ter holiday decorations were already on 
the shelves. I am all for getting holiday 
shopping done early, but when trees 
and Santas start showing up the stores 
in early October I think that is a little 
too soon. 
of November we started to hear holiday 
music on commercials. 
I know that as soon as Christmas 
passes, I will be able to start buying 
Sweethearts but by the time Valentine's 
Day comes aroun? I will be sick of 
I love Thanksgiving. OBSERVANCE 
cialized and the meaning pf the cele-
bration of them has been lost. It seems 
that people are more worried about 
buying presents and shopping sales 
than celebrating what the holiday is 
really about. Holidays now overlap 
with other holidays and they just do 
not seem important. Don't get me 
wrong, I love candy, music and 
shopping, I guess I just miss the 
There is no stress about 
buying presents, it is just 
time to hang out with 
the family. It seems like 
we kind of skip over 
What's with the holidays? excitement of each holiday its own own. 
Thanksgiving and move straight into 
Christmas and that is sad. 
I went to Alderwood Mall last week-
end and the holidays are in full swing. 
Santa was already around for photos. 
Why isn't Santa checking on all the 
good little boys and girls? The first week 
those tasty treats. In our consumer-driv-
en society, stores and companies want 
to make the most money the can off the 
holidays, so they break out the decora-
tions and candy months before the 
actual day. 
Holidays have bec?me too commer-
I used to think that the day 
after Thanksgiving was the re.al start of 
the holidays; I'm coming to realize the 
start of the holidays was back in August 
when Halloween decorations and cos-
tumes came out. 
*I tried to be politically correct and 
not say Christmas, so you will notice 
SURC: Lydig workers are still working and will be until 
all problems are fixed and the University signs off 
continued from page 3 
"There will be a little bit of money 
left that you're going to acquire," 
Vertrees said. "But it's not as much as 
I would like to give back [to the stu-
dent union]." 
The university will declare the 
building finished winter quarter 2007, 
Vertrees said. 
Once the building is pronounced 
complete, Vertrees must go back to 
the SURC committee, which consists 
of ASCWU/BOD and Central admin-
istrators, who will then notify the 
design group, the contractor and oth-
ers involved. 
With those notifications starts 
another group of legal interactions 
through various state agencies. Usu-
ally it takes three to four months to 
close out a project legally. 
"Go down to 
Fred Meyer 
and look at 
their stained 
concrete floor 
and the 
k " crac s ... i 
,....,John Drinkwater 
senior director of 
campus life 
The university is using punch lists 
to determine how the project is pro-
gressing. 
A punch relates to the contracted 
agreement between Lydig Construc-
tion, Inc., and the university. The list 
is a record of repairs that have yet to 
be completed. 
Punch lists are a common part of 
constructi~n projects. 
Central has completed its punch 
list, and Lydig is currently working on 
making a list of all the fixes the proj-
ect needs. Lydig could not be reached 
for comment. 
One of the items on the punch list 
is the theater projection room, SURC 
212. The original plan for the room 
included a 35mm projector with an 
exhaust system. 
The university decided to replace 
the 35mm projector with a digital one 
and withdrew the ventilation because 
they believed digital projectors did 
not generate as much heat, which is 
not the case, Drinkwater said. 
The projection room has an air 
conditioning vent, but it does not 
eliminate the heat generated by the 
digital projector. 
The university has a change order 
for the ventilation system design slip-
up, and it will be dealt with during 
winter break. 
"When you build a house, you 
[might] realize the closet should be 
on the other side," junior Asian stud-
ies major Kim Rewinkel said. 
A prominent concern about the 
SURC is the cracking in the cement 
on the first floor. 
"Go down to Fred Meyer and look 
at their stained concrete floor and the 
cracks," Drinkwater said. "We knew 
it was coming; we saw it; it happened 
and it's part of the look." 
The building features stained con-
crete which cracks as it ages and 
looks like leather. 
Stained cement is designed to 
allow a lot of water to evaporate, 
leading to cracking. The more water 
that evaporates, the harder the con- · 
crete gets. 
"When we chose to go that direc-
tion, we were informed from the very 
beginning from the architects that 
stained concrete floors crack," 
Drinkwater said. "It's not a mistake." 
Some concrete is sloped or 
cracked that was not intended and is a 
problem. The university has change 
orders for that as wel I. 
"There are 
some slabs that 
have some differ-
ential settling, but 
we are replacing 
those," Vertrees 
said. There have 
been reports of 
sloping floors in 
the publicity cen-
ter and bumps in 
the cement near 
the campus life 
administration 
and accounting 
office on the sec-
ond floor. 
"I would say if 
you put a laser on 
every floor in this 
building you're 
going to see some 
sloping," 
Drinkwater said. 
"I would say 
probably in the 
Science building 
too, probably in 
every building 
there's some lev-
el.... If it's a prob-
lem we'll deal 
Stephen John Ellis/Observer 
The door that seems to be floating up at the top of 
with it." 
the SURC actually has a purpose; it is not just a 
door to nowhere as many students th~nk. 
Another mysterious feature of the 
SURC is the outside third floor door 
on the south side. This door is not a 
mistake, but looks odd to passers-by. 
The building was not designed 
with an elevator up to the third floor, 
so a door was built on the outside of 
the SURC to move heavy machinery 
in and out of the mechanics room by 
crane or lifts. This way, individuals 
do not have to move immensely 
heavy equipment down flights of 
stairs, Drinkwater said. 
"It's the safest way to do that," 
Rosenberry said. 
The door is locked so there is no 
danger of falling out. 
Because of the daily activity in the 
SURC, major repairs will happen dur-
ing winter break. 
"We will be able to go in, in the 
shadows of the night ... of the holiday 
break and be able to curtail [the 
punch list items]," Rosenberry said 
While Lydig continues to work 
through daily activity, no interruptions 
wi II affect students or staff. 
"I'm sure everything's fine," senior 
construction management major 
Drew Clark said. 
While ·the cosmetic items are 
being worked on, students can enjoy 
the SURC without fear of it falling 
down. 
"Day-to-day operations [such as 
dining services and the Wildcat book-
store] of the building won't be affect-
ed by the completion of the punch list 
items," Rosenberry said. 
See other News stories online at www.cwu.edu/ "'Observer 
--Dining services Survey-- Meet your administrator: Steve Rittereiser and Dan Layman -
-- S&A Column -- Tuition Cap --
Anonymous letters will not be 
published .. 
The Observer reserves the right to 
edit for length, style, grammar and 
libel. Please E-mail letters to: 
observer@cwu.edu or by fax to 
963-1027. 
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Wineworks celebrates grand opening 
by Seth Williams 
Staff reporter 
The Ellensburg WineWorks celebrat-
ed its grand opening last Saturday with 
a ribbon cutting ceremony and a recep-
tion that included complimentary wine 
tasting and hors d'oeuvres. 
"Our .goal is to educate the commu-
nity, and anyone passing through Cen-
tral Washington, about all aspects of 
enjoying wine," owner Gordy Wollen 
said. 
Ellensburg WineWorks is located in 
the historic Pascal Grey home on Main 
Street. Owners Gordy and Kathy 
Wollen, who also own the Yellow 
Church Cafe, purchased the building in 
March 2006. 
"We really want to tell the people 
of Ellensburg about the wonderful 
resource of wine that we have in Wash-
ington," said Ellensburg WineWorks 
director of wine information Natalie 
Bing. 
In addition to being both a retail 
wine shop and wine distributor, Ellens-
burg WineWorks offers a five-star guest-
house in the· second floor of the histori-
cal building. 
The two-bedroom, two-bathroom 
guesthouse has continued operation 
without interruption since being pur-
chased from the previous owners in 
March. 
"Owning a restaurant, plus a wine 
shop, plus a guesthouse in Ellensburg is 
the perfect equation for sharing our 
goals of bringing food, fun and fellow-
ship t? this community," Cathy Wollen 
said. 
The monthly winemaker dinner is 
an event bringing all three C?_f these 
locales together. 
The Yellow Church Cafe hosts a 
monthly dinner; featuring the cuisine of 
Chef Chris Canan paired with a local 
winery chosen by the Wollens. The next 
winemaker dinner will be with wine-
maker Don Corson of Camaraderie Cel-
lars on Nov. 30. 
Bringing what they say is a "youthful 
edge to an adult lifestyle," is Director of 
Laurel Ebenal!Observer 
Consuming and buying wine has always been a popular past time. A new business located in the center of a 
major wine area is an optimistic business adventure for the owners of Wine Works. The owners chose to make 
the building a combined wine store and bed and breakfast to appeal to more customers. 
$ales and Marketing Matthew Wollen 
and his wife Susan. Both are recent col-
lege graduates and have experience in 
wine retail and distribution. 
"When we were in college we 
would throw wine parties with our 
friends as an alternative to the bars," 
Susan Wollen said. "And that's wh9.t is 
nice about a place like this. You can 
come and have great wine in a fun and 
youthful atmosphere." 
For Matthew Wollen, keeping the 
Ellensburg WineWorks a youthful 
atmosphere is a high priority. 
"Many of us that run the store are 
young and got into wine when we were 
about 18. That's how I handle wine. I 
don't overwhelm. I don't complicate. 
I'll say to someone, hey why are you 
buying two kegs? I have two wines that 
taste amazing, that will make your night 
fun and that will make you a fun person 
to be around. Plus, you're always going 
to walk away with the knowledge of the 
wine you drank," Wollen said. 
Ellensburg WineWorks is open 
everyday from 12 p.m. to 7 p.m., and is 
located at 606 Main Street right next to 
Winegars. According to Gordy Wollen, 
the only place one should go for wine is 
Ellensburg WineWorks. 
"Ellensburg needs to be the first 
place people stop for wine and we real-
ly want to be the premier wine shop in 
Central Washington, period," Wollen 
said. 
Thesis proiect produces traveling plav 
Bilingual play 
reaches out to 
younger 
audiences 
by Robbie Miller 
Staff reporter 
When theatre arts master's student 
Amber Peoples began to plan a project 
' for her thesis, she had several criteria in 
mind. 
"I knew I wanted to do something 
that connected with a Latino audience 
and I wanted to work with a younger 
audience," Peoples said. "So that really 
narrows down your choices a lot." 
Peoples decided to try to acquire the 
rights to a fairly well-known children's 
- play called "jBoc6n!" (Spanish for "big 
mouth") by Lisa Loomer. Peoples out-
lined her plan to take the show on tour 
and enlisted the help of Veronica 
Gomez-Vilchis and Lois Breedlove of 
The Bridges Project. 
The Bridges Project and Gear Up 
work with rural junior high and high 
schools around central Washington to 
show students that college is a possibili-
ty to help them reach their goals. Con-
necting with Bridges meant Peoples 
could reach a young, largely Latino 
audience and provide venues for the 
traveling show. 
"Not only am I directing [the play], 
but I'm in charge of doing a lot of work-
shops," Peoples said. "It's this great 
opportunity for the direction that I hope 
· my career wi 11 take me." 
"iBoc6n!" was written to be set in 
any Central American country and has 
themes relevant to that culture. Peoples' 
version is set in Mexico and follows a 
boy named Miguel on a whimsical jour-
ney to regain his voice after it flees from 
his body. The story deals with issues of 
immigration and government oppres-
sion in a way that is understandable by 
a middle school audience, Peoples said. 
"It does not give any resolution 
about the issue," she said. "What it does 
is say that no matter who you are in this 
world you have the right to tell your sto~ 
ry." 
The eight members of the cast and 
crew from the theatre arts department 
have had an experience beyond the tra-
dition a I rehearsal and performance. 
play three chords. They have assisted in workshops in the 
schools they will be performing at, and 
have taught the students about theatre 
and are giving them a chance to be cre-
ative. 
"I auditioned on a whim," Marples 
said. "I wasn't expecting to be pushed 
in that way; I wasn't expecting to be in a 
play, speak Spanish, play a guitar and 
"It's a different 
kind of produc-
tion," said John 
Marples, junior 
communication 
studies major who 
plays the lead role 
"I knew I wanted 
to do something 
that connected 
of Miguel. "The with a Latino 
coolest part about 
it I think is that we audience and I 
actually get to go wanted to work 
out to the schools 
and work with the 
kids in working to 
make pieces for 
our set." 
"·1Boc6n!" is 
about 90 percent 
English and 10 
percent Spanish, 
with a younger 
audience." 
~Amber Peoples 
Theatre arts graduate student 
Peoples said. 
sing Spanish while 
playing a guitar." 
Peoples has 
taught theatre and 
said that the best 
part of preparing 
for the play has 
been seeing the 
"light bulb" turn 
on when an actor 
or student grasps a 
concept. 
"Throughout 
the process I've 
been fortunate 
enough to be a 
part of many light-
bulb moments, 
and those are my 
favorite times," 
but the Spanish is used in a way that is 
understandable for those who don't 
speak it, Peoples said. Marples knew 
how to say one sentence in Spanish 
before the play. Marples also has to play 
the guitar and he only knew how to 
There will be two free public per-
formances of "j8oc6n!" at 7 p.m. on 
Nov. 7 7 and 7 8 at Hertz Auditorium. 
The show will go on tour Nov. 27 to 
Dec. 7 and Dec. 7 7-75. 
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A 'prairie bitch' 
to entertain 
central crowd 
by Seth Williams 
Staff reporter 
TV fans around the world remember 
Alison Arngrim as hateful Nellie Ole-
son, the acid-tongued hellcat who tor-
mented pure, sweet Laura Ingalls for 
seven years on TV's "Little House on the 
Prairie." And although she has gone on 
to success in many arenas, Nellie has 
remained a centerpiece of Arngrim's 
pub I ic fame. 
Arngrim will be performing her one-
woman show, "Confessions of a Prairie 
Bitch," about her infamous role, this Fri-
day at 7 p.m. in the Student Union The-
atre. The show will benefit the Central 
Washington University Diversity Center 
Gay & Lesbian programs. 
"It was tough being an ex-child star, 
especially because I played a character 
that was such of a, you know, bitch," 
Arngrim said. 
In addition to her role on "Little 
House," Arngrim guest-starred on such 
television classics as "The Love Boat" 
and "Fantasy Island," along with a 
recently released French film called "Le 
Deal." She can also be seen in numer-
ous independent films, including "For 
the Love of May," and "The Last Place 
on Earth." 
A talented stand-up comedian, Arn-
grim has created quite a name for her-
self on the professional comedy circuit, 
headlining such venues as The Comedy 
Store and Laugh Factory, as well as 
comedy clubs across the U.S. and 
Canada. 
"I started doing stand-up when I 
was 15; plus my whole family was in 
show business," Arngrim said. "And 
since I couldn't sing or dance it was the 
natural thing to do." 
After the passing of her "Little 
House" co-star Steve Tracy, who died of 
AIDS in 1986, Arngrim began volun-
teering at AIDS Project Los Angeles, 
providing AIDS education to various 
institutions. She has supported AIDS 
research causes across the country. Ali-
son also stunned viewers of "The Larry 
King Show" when she revealed a histo-
ry of childhood sexual abuse. This led 
her to become active in child abuse 
prevention, and she joined the advisory 
board of the National Association to 
Protect Children - PROTECT, for short. 
Arngrim arramged to have all the 
proceeds from ticket sales for the show 
to go to Diversity Center Gay and Les-
bian programs. 
"Alison coming here is a great way 
to get the info out on Gay and Lesbian 
programs and bring light on the issue of 
funding being cut for these programs," 
said diversity education center program 
coordinator Dustin Jarred. 
In· "Confessions of a Prairie Bitch," 
audiences can expect the unexpected 
and more than a little Nellie Oleson-
style wickedness on this hilarious ride 
through the twisted heartland of Ameri-
ca. 
"I talk about being an ex-child star 
and all the Hollywood lifestyle that 
comes with it," Arngrim said. "I also 
chat about my crazy family and all the 
celebrities I grew up around. I mean -
my father managed Liberace." 
Tickets are on sale at the Student 
Union ticket office and are $5 for stu-
dents, $15 for non-students and $25 for 
VIP tickets, which includes a backstage 
reception. 
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5 tMinutes with .. Jin.a Ou 
by Taishi Kanamaru 
Staff reporter 
Tina Ou, senior graphic design major, is the president 
of the Student Art Council, a student organization dedicat-
ed to offering students opportunities to further develop 
their understanding of the visual arts. 
·Q: What is your job as the president of the Student Alt . 
Council? 
A: I hold the meetings to decide what we need to do in 
order to put things together, such as the auction. I try to 
make sure that we are involved in the things that go on 
around the campus. I also try to get the artists to come to 
campus!µr'speeches or w6rksh0ps~ 
Q: When did you start having an interest in art? 
A: Four or five yea'rs .ago, I started taking art dasses at 
the community college, and it was interesting. lt just 
caught me. It is something I liked at that time and I still do. 
Q: What was your first art piece? 
A: Doodling, which is not realis!k or recognizable. It 
was som~thing for me to do when twas bored. l've:dravvn, 
painted and scrap-booked. I do a lot of things that are 
related to art in a way. 
Q: How long does it take to finish one art piece? 
A: It depends on what it is. Design can take anywhere 
from a few hours to days and weeks because you have the 
clients to deal with and have to make sure you got all the 
right information. Painting wise, I am not a realistic painter. 
I paint abstractly and usyally fast. 
Q: What did you submit for the auction? 
A: I submitted the illustration of an abstract turtle and 
also a free-form painting. 
Q: How was the process of working for the two pieces? 
A: Painting was fairly easy because it was something I 
like to do. I did the illustration for class. I really liked it and 
photo by Taishi Kanamaru/Observer 
hqn~ people would appreciate ~~-
Q: What do you I ike the most about art? 
A: I like doing it because this is the way to express 
yourself. For the auction, the Student Art Council helps stu-
dents in the department express themselves and be able to 
show their works to other people. 
Q: What do you hate the most about the art? 
~: It comes with the ter\~1;pry.Judgment is always going 
be there regardless if yo~J'are doing design or technical 
work. 
Q: What is your plan after the graduation? 
A: I plan to do an internship in Seattle or the Portland 
,. ~rea . l like design, however, lately I've.also been thinking 
of being an account exe~utive, which is the contact 
between the designer and client. 
Annual art auction to fill 
Sarah Spurgeon Gallerv 
Students involved in Friday's art auction have been turning in pieces of art to display from l 0 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily 
in the Sarah Spurgeon Gallery. The art can be bid on during Friday evening's silent auction from 6-7 p.m and the 
live auction at 7:30 p.m. The event is being hosted by the Student Art Council and the money from the auction is 
a fundraiser for the club. People attending the event will have the opportunity to enjoy art, wine and hors d'oeu-
vres while viewing and bidding on art. 
Fashion show educates students 
As part of 
International 
Education 
Week students 
from nine 
different clubs 
put on a 
fashion show 
representing 
both traditional · 
and modern 
clothes from 
areas around 
the world. (Left 
to right) 
Amanda 
McBride, 
Christine Payne 
and Danie/le 
Martinez 
Mary Ebenal! 
Observer 
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Comedv contest 
winner to head to 
semi -final round 
by Heather Elliott 
Staff reporter 
Rising stress levels at the end of fall 
quarter creep up on the students at Cen-
tra I Washington University every year. 
Attending the . Seattle ·International 
Stand-Up Comedy Competition should 
be a great way to relieve some of that 
anxiety. The event starts at 8 p.m., Nov. 
18, in the Student Union Theatre. 
The semi-final competition consists 
of 10 comedians from all around the 
country who will be judged on their 
timing, presentation, and originality of 
their material. 
"Each comedian will be competing 
for the final five spots in Seattle," said 
Scott Drummond, Campus Life and Stu-
dent Union Director of Campus Activi-
ties, said. 
The audience will play a big par; 
judges will pay close attention to the 
audience's response. 
Allison Arngrim, who played Nellie 
from "Little House on the Prairie," will 
do some of her own stand up comedy 
as a guest comedian, as well as be a 
celebrity judge. The comedians are 
timed and penalized if they go over the 
time allotted to them. 
Cent.ral has hosted quarter finals 
twice in the past, but this is the first time 
Central is hosting the semi-final compe-
tition said Drummond. 
"We've done quite well with come-
dy on Friday and Saturday nights," 
Drummond said. "It's a nice stress 
reliever and relaxation for the end of a 
work week:" 
"I would go, because on a daily 
basis we don't laugh as much as we 
should," Jessica Egeland, junior aviation 
management specialization major said. 
Pat Wilson, an agent for Comedy 
West, originally presented Central with 
the idea of hosting the quarter finals. 
Drummond said Central opted out 
for the quarter finals because it conflict-
ed with Homecoming events . Since 
there are many distractions during the 
week, midweek comedy can be chal-
lenging Drummond said. 
With the semi-final competition 
being held on a Saturday, Drummond 
said he feels this is a "uniqu_e opportu-
nity'' for students to unwind and enjoy 
comedy. 
Some students look forward to not 
only the entertainment, but also to 
being involved in a campus activity. 
"This stand-up comedy sounds like 
a good opportunity for Central students 
to get involved in watching this compe-
tition," Stephanie Luby, senior elemen-
tary education major said. 
Other students are just thrilled to be 
entertained. 
"It's about time something hap-
pened in Ellensburg," Brenna Peterson, 
senior elementary education major 
said. 
The originality of each comedian 
allows for a variety of stories and enter-
tainment to the audience. 
Women, in particular, provide a 
great and unique view with their stories. 
It is these comedians that put guys on 
edge and that it's fun to watch that 
Drummond said. 
"Stand-up comedy is the heart an-d 
soul of the comedy profession," Rowe-
na Erhard, senior history education 
major said. 
Tickets are available for purchase at 
the Student Union Box Office. The price 
is $4 for students and $6 for _non-stu-
dents. 
ASAP COMPUTER REPAIR 
Desktop Laptop Data Recovery Networking 
Pick up and Delivery Avaliable 
10 East "E" St.# Yakima Wa 
At Planned Parenthood, we're here for 
you with high-quality, personal care at an 
affordable cost - for check-ups, birth control, 
including emergency contraception, testing and treatment 
for sexually transmitted infections, pregnancy testing, and 
more. 
tPil Planned Parenthoodt II=" of Central VVashington 
312 North Pine• Ellensburg 
TALK TO US IN CONFIDENCE 
WITH CONFIDENCE 
W\V\v.ppfa.org/centralwa 
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Men's basketball starts season nationallv ranked 
by Nolan Teasley 
Staff reporter 
If championships and trophies were 
handed out in November, the Central 
Washington University men 's basketball 
team could fill Nicholson Pavilion with 
their pre-season accolades. Consider-
ing the season won't come to an end 
until late March, it's going to be awhile 
until we find out if the pre-season prog-
nostications come true. 
Currently ranked 12th in the nation 
and picked to finish on top of the Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference, the 
Wildcats have a lot of work to do before 
they can prove these predictions cor-
rect. The good news is they know what 
they want and how to getthere. 
"Our goal of course is to win a 
national championship, but we're going 
to take it one game at a time," sopho-
more guard Colton Monti said. 
Assistant coach Tyce Nasinec is a 
former player at Central and has played 
on some great teams. He still feels that 
on paper this team is every bit as good if 
not better than teams of the past. Mere-
1 y having talent is by no means an 
accomplishment, he said. The coaching 
staff seems focused on reminding this 
year's squad of that fact. 
"There's as much talent as I've seen 
since I've been here, including both 
playing and coaching," Nasinec said, 
"But talent doesn't always translate to 
success, we still have a lot of work to 
do." 
Nine lettermen are returning this 
season for the Wildcats including senior 
forwards Lance Den Boer and Julius 
''Being ranked 
first doesn't 
mean anything 
now, it's pre-
season. But it 
means everyone 
is going to be 
gunning for us 
and we have to 
bring our 'N 
game every 
night." 
,...,Bryan Freshwater 
senior center 
McMillion, senior center Grant Assink 
and sophomore guard Johnny Spevak. 
Derek Groth, who started at guard dur-
ing the 2004-2005 season, red-shirted 
last year but returns this season after 
averaging 14 points a game two years 
ago. Den Boer can score from any-
where on the court, McMillion is as ath-
letic as they come, Assink brings size 
and Spevak can play defense with the 
best of them. Senior center Bryan 
Freshwater, a transfer from conference 
foe Alaska-Anchorage University, adds 
depth to the front court with his all 
around game1 and Highline Community 
College transfer Nate Jackson will team 
with Spevak and Monti to ease the loss 
of last seasons point guard Chris Banish. 
"Banish will be tough to replace, 
he's a great team leader, and he did a lot 
of little things for us," Nasinec said. 
Two juniors, center Bryce Daub and 
guard Tyler Monk team with senior 
guard Tremaine "TC" Curry to add 
another element to the Wildcats. 
Although starters haven't been named 
yet, players seem to know and accept 
their roles, having a team first attitude. 
11
1 like keeping the energy level high 
off the bench, that's my role and I'm 
cool with that," Curry said. 
The Wildcats possess a lot of versa-
tility. It seems starters could change 
from game to game to take advantage of 
mismatches at certain positions, which 
means that in a lot of cases Central 
could have players of starting caliber 
coming off the bench. 
"We have a number of lineups we 
can go with," Freshwater said. 
The Wildcats seem prepared to/ 
bring a savvy winning attitude to the 
court each and every night. 
"Being ranked first doesn 't mean 
anything now, it's pre-season," Freshwa-
ter said, "But it means everyone is going 
to be gunning for us and we have to 
bring our "A' game every night." 
Hopefully that "A" game can bring 
"A" national championship to Central 
very soon. 
Women's hoops season opens with a win 
by Courtney Naccarato 
Staff reporter 
The Central Washington University 
2006-2007 women's basketball team is 
ready to prove it has what it takes to 
make it to the national championship 
this year. ' 
Central played an exhibition game 
lastThursday against the Northwest All-
Stars to start off their season. Leading 
the offensive attack for the Wildcat's 
was senior guard Brandi Bounds with 
13 points and three rebounds in the 86-
76 victory. 
Last season the Wildcats walked 
away 15-11 overall. The women came 
in 9th in the west region, falling one 
game short of qualifying for nationals, 
proving they have what is needed to go 
far. 
"We have the talent and depth to 
have a better season," head Coach Jeff 
Whitney said. 
The Wildcats lost their leading scor-
er, forward Jamie Corwin to graduation . 
She averaged ·16 points per game last 
season. 
Four of last year's starters are return-
ing this season, led by senior post Laura 
Wright, who averaged 13 points a game 
last season. Wings junior Hanna Hull 
and senior Ashley Blake will also start 
this season. Sophomore point guard 
Ashley Fenimore will lead the team as a 
second year signal-caller. 
Strong off-season recruiting has gar-
nered two senior transfers, forward 
Brandie Bounds from Eastern Washing-
ton University and wing Elyse Men-
garelli from Yakima Valley Community 
David Woodford I Observer 
Senior Laura Wright shoots a free throw du.ring Central's scrimmage. She 
averaged just under 14 points and eight rebounds a game last season. 
College along with three other players. 
Both women are expected to be key 
impact players, Whitney said. 
"Elyse has a strong ability to score 
and has the total game package," Whit-
ney said. "Brandie is an immediate 
impact at forward." / 
This team has set up a good dynam-
ic game with returning and new play-
ers. The team is able to create plays for 
themselves and they often do not need 
to set up play, Wright said. 
This will be a strong asset when 
going against the Vikings. 
The Wildcats and Vikings have been 
rivals in basketball for the past nine sea-
sons. The two wilt meet twice this sea-
son. It's a pride g~me, Whitney said. 
"They come off as cocky," Wright 
said . "I wa11t us to give Western a run 
for they're money.\· 
With a chant and prayer before each 
game the hoopers look to one thing and 
that is the post-season. If they succeed 
see HOOPS, page 11 
David Woodford I Observer 
Sophomore guard Colton Monti soars high during the Slammin' with the 
Cats game that featured the Central men's and women's basketball teams. 
Sween. at reuio1a1s ends 
vo11e1ba11 season ear1v 
F>yM<;lanle 
Staff reporter 
Despite their efforts, the 
Central Was.hingtpp University 
women's volleybal!J team ended 
their post-season ~eing swept in 
three games hy;Californfa State Uni'" 
versity .San Berna lastThursd?y 
in Calif.;; 
The Wildcats entered 
Division II Pacjficl<.egfonal toutna:-
ment as the eighth seed in the play-
"lt·:was exciti 
to Rlay one of 
thet1best teaths*1:ifa 
e:hatio 
+@f"S~eph an f e Pf;!we,if 
Junior outside hittef 
offs after finishifJg th~ regular season :':=· ============ 
19-7 overall and 10-6 in the Great 
NorthwestAth <;;.Qpference. pgiht lp:the rnatth ( 18-13 )£1 Centr~I 
th·~·CSUSB Coy- eventually led 20-17 before the 
e~ ... ~Qftcc $fl~~' t" d {t~p fo (fl.~e 
in the tourna oyotes were 
ranked fourth nationqlly going into 
the playoffs. 
"It was exciting to get a chance 
to play one of the bestteams in the 
nation,'' junior outside httter 
Stephanie Powell said .. 11There were, 
of course, a few lj}tleJ~uttedl.ies in 
mystomaqh; bu¥1·t9atts•light tiervousJ'9' 
ness is what got .me reyved up and 
going.confidentintritbematch." 
,CSUS:B scored six consecutive 
times to take the lead from Central. 
Th~ strea~ was broken briefly after a 
kill by senior outside hitter kristin 
Pas.!ey. Bµt the Coyotes aoqwerecl 
witn. five straight points, inq~asfng 
2.a~21t Th~){vil Jost , 
cFl 3o~23. 
Central took the first lead in the 
secan~ matchw'itha kill by Powell,. 
The women kept the match close, 
·tying'the game up 12 times before · 
the Coyotes once again iook control 
;~ti.s t~ematch tied up20.:"20. 
CSUSB took 9 quick lead in the 
first match and $cored four tim~ 
before the Wildcats got on tne 
board. Central came bai;;k to tie the 
game three times before an ace by 
senior setter Li Qgflente;.ga\ie 
Afew attack errors pythe WiJd~ 
, 1,¢at~µi:~eJped csOSB tal<e the)lead. 
Despite two kills by Pasley <tn9 an 
ace by freshman middlehlocker'Erin 
the Wildcats a 1 ad. 
The Wildcat vyomen challenged 
the Coyotes by m~intaining the lead 
and taking a five point lead at one see VOLLEYBALL, pagf; 11 
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Mengarelli adds to Central attack 
by Casey Donovan 
Asst. Sports editor 
Elyse Mengarelli left the basketball 
court without looking back in 2002 . 
She was done with playing. The last 
thing she wanted to do was step back 
onto the court. ' 
Mengarelli had no intention of 
being talked into playing basketball 
again, but Mengarelli's friend, Angie 
Ibach, convinced her to play for Yakima 
Valley Community College. 
"I just got burnt out on basketball at 
Montana State. Even when I got back 
here (Central) I was burnt out," Men-
garelli said . "But then I just started to 
miss it a lot. Angie talked me into play-
ing again." 
For Mengarelli, the transition back 
to the court was easier than she thought 
it would be. 
While atYVCC, Mengarelli earned a 
spot on FirstTeam All-East Region. For 
the first time in her collegiate career, 
she was enjoying basketball. 
Mengarelli's tenure at YVCC began 
after she left the Montana State Univer-
sity basketball team as a freshman, 
where the workload for basketball too 
much with four to five-hour practices a 
day. 
NCAA rules prohibit athletes from 
spending more than 20 hours a week 
practicing or playing games. She was 
one of three players who left the team 
because of too much practice. 
Although this is her third year at 
Central Washington University, it will 
be her first on Nicholson Pavilion court. 
Now a senior, Mengarelli has decided 
to add to the already potent attack of 
the Wildc~ts, bringing her five-tool 
"I want to go to 
the tournament 
and leave on a 
good note." 
,..,£/yse Mengarelli 
senior guard 
resume to the court. She can defend, 
drive, shoot, pass and post up against 
any opponent. 
"She's a pretty special player," head 
Coach Jeff Whitney said. "She can get 
to the rim and create a shot." 
Mengarelli is the type of player who 
can play any position on the court. 
. Whitney said that her abilities on the 
court make her a very tough person to 
guard and that she is one of his players 
that bring the entire package to the 
court. 
Even during practice, the comfort 
level is there for Mengarelli. Her leader-
ship skills are impeccable, bringing to 
the team a natural ability to pull Centr_al 
together at any moment. 
"As she grows into her time, she will 
become a leader," Whitney said. 
"When you need a big shot she can 
provide." 
Central is ranked second in the 
Great Northwest Athletic Conference 
preseason coaches' poll. 
"It is a nice honor to be capable of 
being number two in the preseason 
· poll," Whitney said. "But we have a 
VOLLEYBALL: Wildcats dominated by fourth 
ranked California State University early in tournament 
continued from page 70 
Norris in the final stretch, Central could 
not- overtake the Coyotes and ended 
with a 30-23 defeat for the second time 
of the night. 
"I think that during Thursday's game 
we showed glimpses of brilliance," 
Powell said. "Quite a few times we 
were able to take Bernardino out of 
their element and score on them effec-
tively." 
The third and final match for the 
Wildcats proved to be more difficult. 
The Coyotes dominated, letting the 
Wildcats tie the score only once in the 
beginning and leading for the remain-
der of the game. 
Central could only score two con-
secutive points at best throughout the 
entire match. The Wildcats' 9 kills in 
TAKE OVER LEASE for two 
bedroom apt in Walnut Meadows. 
Move in ASAP. $620 a month 
which is $310 per person. $600 
deposit.Includes W/S/G, sorry no 
pets. Call Staci at 509-607-9295 
NEW 4 BR, 3 BA HOUSE FOR 
RENT. 112 mile NW of campus. 
Includes all appliances. $1,500 per 
month. Contact jpdinsmore@com-
cast.net, 
Mary Anne or Jerry at 
253-630-3818 or 206-714-4306 
game three couldn't match the Coyotes' 
18. ' 
The final score was 30-14, ending 
the Wildcat women's season with a 19-
8 overall record. 
Leading the Wildcat women in kills 
for the night were Powell (12), Pasley 
(9), junior ou~side hitter Emily Veenker 
(7) and sophomore middle blocker 
Rachael Schurman (6). Dominating in 
digs were Pasley (15) and junior outside 
hitter Erika Stevens (13). 
"We're losing some great players, 
but we have so much depth on this 
team," Powell said. "This off-season is 
going to really help our team gel into a 
cohesive unit to take into next year. It's 
thrilling to think about next year's 
potential. Not only are we looking for a 
repeat at the Regional tournament, but 
Nationals is completely possible." 
FOR SALE: lOFT CUSTOM 
WETLANDS painted duck boat. 
Includes set of oars and is great 
with small outboard or electric 
motor. Holds two men, gear, and a 
dog nicely. $350, call Toby @ 509-
312-0945 
2 YEAR OLD FEMALE 
VEILED CHAMELEON plus 
40 gallon tank $50. 1967 fj-40 
Land Cruiser. runs good, new 
starter, new clutch. $3500 obo. 
Kurt: 962-3637 or cell 607-
1621 
David Woodford I Observer 
Senior guard Elyse Mengarelli is in her first year of playing basketball at 
Central. She previously played at Montana State and Yakima Valley. 
long way to go." 
If there is one thing that people 
should know about Mengare.lli, it's that 
she is ready at any moment to do some-
thing special. 
While still in high school, Mengarel-
li earned MVP honors in 2002, along 
with first team all-tournament in 2000 
and 2001. She also holds the tourna-
ment career record with 50 assists, 98 
free throws attempted and 69 free 
throws made. 
"I want to go to the tournament and 
leave on a good note," Mengarelli said. 
"This is the end of my career, and I want 
something to shovy for it." 
Football falls in final game 
by Tyler Lobe 
Staff reporter 
Junior wide receiver Chris Jameson 
had seven catches for a career-high 143 
yards but the Central Washington Uni-
versity football team was unable to 
overcome the University of Nebraska-
Omaha's prolific running attack on Sat-
urday, dropping their 2006 season 
finale 48-14. 
The Mavericks tore up the Wildcat 
defense, managing to gain 482 total 
yards with 400 of them coming on the 
ground. 
· Nebraska-Omaha had three run-
ning backs topping the century mark, 
including senior Kyle Kasperbauer, who 
led the way with 129 yards on 14 car-
ries and a touchdown. 
"Our defensive line was a little 
. knicked up," head Coach John lamber-
.NEED FEMALE NON SMOKER 
to take over lease at University 
Place Apts. Rent is $625/mo, your 
half $312.50 + 1/2 ofutilities and 
internet. Lease ends June 30th, 
2007. Please contact Melissa at 
509-312-0829 or 
fosterme@cwu.edu 
ROOMS AVAILABLE, NEWER 
4 BR 2 BA home, close to campus, 
$350 + split utilities a month. 
(253)882-5222 or (253)565-4524. 
lin said. "And it showed against 
[Nebraska-Omaha]." 
The Wildcats were unable to match 
the Mavericks rushing numbers as they 
struggled for only 63 on the ground; 
sophomore quarterback Mike Reilly 
accounting for 40 of those rushing 
yards. Reilly also highlighted the Wild-
cat passing attack, completing 22 of his 
35 passes for 252 yards with more than 
half of those yards going to Jameson. 
The Mavericks only completed four-
of-eight pass attempts via the arm of 
both junior Zach Miller (three-for-six) 
and freshman Greg Wunderlich (one-
for-two). Wunderlich's only comple-
tion was a 14-yard fourth quarter touch-
down to sophomore Pagel Williams. 
Nebraska-Omaha scored the game's 
first touchdown before the Maverick 
offense even took the field. Central's 
first possession of the game resulted in 
WIN A PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN 2 DVD? Answer 
the trivia questions about my 
fantasy/adventure story "The 
Lundari Witch and be entered 
a three-and-out and senior punter Coby 
Sadler came out to kick the ball away 
from the end zone. Unfortunately, the 
punt was blocked by Nebraska-Oma-
ha's sophomor.e safety Trent Lyons who 
then fell on the ball for the Mavericks 
first touchdown. 
The Wildcats answered back on 
their next possession when senior run-
ning back Will Bennett caught a three-
yard pass from Reilly for the equalizer, 
capping a 15-play, 80-yard drive that 
took 5:30 off the clock. Central never 
got any closer. 
The Mavericks came away with 2 7 
unanswered points, increasing their 
lead to 34-7, before the Wildcats could 
find the scoreboard again. 
Jameson caught a 22-yard pass from 
Reilly cutting the deficit to 34-14 early 
see FOOTBALL, page 7 2· 
ADOPTION: KIMAND 
DEAN waiting for a new 
baby. Offering love, faith, edu-
cation, and security. Call Pat-
ty (425) 771-6453 
in drawing. For details go to 
http://www.angelfire.com/realm2/k 
rentz/pirates.html The Observer 
will provide 
studet1ts 
FREE 
class if led ads~ 
DO YOU HA VE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT LIFE? About college? 
About God? There's aweb site 
where you can explore these kinds 
of issues. Check out 
http://www.everycwuwildcat.com as space allows 
-.. 
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Women's club soccer host weekend tourney 
by Brooke Saul 
Staff reporter 
Central Washington University's 
women's soccer club spent the week-
end participating in the Ellensburg Vet-
erans Day Soccer Tournament. 
Central played Gonzaga University 
and the Universtiy of Oregon. The Uni-
versity of Washington was scheduled to 
be the fourth team to participate in the 
tournament, but inclement weather pre-
vented their travel. 
According to sophomore forward 
Monique Cornier the team is basically a 
new group, with six players from last 
year. 
On Saturday, the Wildcats squared 
off against the Bulldogs in the first game 
of their double-header. Central easily 
defeated Gonzaga 4-1 . 
"It was pretty good to play an even 
match game, and come on top," 
Cornier said. 
Leading the offensive threat for Cen-
tral against Gonzaga was Cornier, with 
two goals. Senior Arica Slawson and 
sophomore Terra Winston each aadded 
a score.In their second game of the day 
against Oregon, the Wildcats fortune 
had run out as they were blanked 3-0. 
Central played really ·well and 
worked the ball around, junior sweeper 
Rachael Davis said. When the women 
played the Ducks however, they were 
tired. 
On Sunday Central played against 
the University of Oregon for the first 
half of the game and played Gonzaga 
the second half of the game just to have 
fun. 
The teams spent the nights in the 
Student Union Recreation Center 
because no hotel rooms were available 
due to the Pacific Affiliate of College 
and University Residence Halls Confer-
ence. 
The women's soccer dub has one 
more game for the fall this Saturday in 
Seattle against the University of Wash-
ington and will resume game play again 
this spring. 
· David Woodford I Observer 
Centrals women's club soccer team played two full games in during their 
tournament against Gonzaga University and University of Oregon. 
FOOTBALL: Central's defense gives up 400 yards on the ground 
continued from page 7 7 
in the fourth quarter. However, it 
would end up being the final score of 
the season for the Wildcats but the 
Mavericks increased their lead with two 
more touchdowns, taking the decisive 
victory. 
"I think that the all of the travel in 
season and being out of playoff con-
tention was in a lot of the guys' minds," 
Reilly said. "I think as a team we just 
kind of threw in the towel." 
Senior defensive back Ryan 
Andrews led all players with 11 tackles, 
finishing up his four-year career in the 
crimson and black with 192 tackles. 
Sixteen other Wildcats suited up for 
their final collegiate football game on 
Saturday, including Bennett who car-
"Our defense 
was nicked up 
and it showed 
against 
Nebraska-
Omaha." 
--John Zamberlain 
head football Coach 
ried the ball nine times for 20 yards and 
the aforementioned receiving touch-
down in the loss. 
"It was a very disappointing way to 
end a good year and it r.eminds us we 
have a long way to go to get the pro-
gram where we want it," Reilly said. 
Central finished its inaugural season 
in the North Central Conference (NCC) 
with a 6-5 overall record and in a tie for 
fifth place in the conference standings 
at 3-5. 
Nebraska-Omaha, meanwhile, 
wrapped up the regular season as NCC 
co-champions with North Dakota, fin-
ishing 7-1 in conference play and 8-2 
overall. 
Senior linebacker Simon Iniguez led 
the NCC in tackles for loss with 13 and 
fumbles recovered (3) sharing the feat 
with junior taammate Chris James. 
Reilly, who will return next season at 
quarterback, finished second in the 
conference in passing percentage, com-
pleting 65.8 percent of his pass 
attempts (231-for-351). He also ended 
the 2006 cai:npaign ranked third in total 
offense with 266.5 yards per game. 
Going into the off season, Zamber-
lin expects his returning players to use 
the blowout loss as motivation to work 
harder before next season. 
"There were a lot of plusses this sea-
son, a lot of great victories, a lot of hard 
fought games that could have gone 
either way," Zamberlin said. "The only 
frustration [of the season] is being this 
last game and the [returning players] 
will have to live with that and use it to 
motivate them all the way until we play 
our first game next year." 
For more information the 2006 
Wildcat football season visit the athletic 
website atwww.wildcatsports.com. 
NCC COMMISSIONER'S ACADEMIC HONORROLIJ: 
Brad A<ldink, Sr; Ryan Andrews, Sr., ; Josh Boonstra, Sr.,; Chris Burch, Sr.,; 
Phil Dougherty, Sr., ; David Lambo, Jr.,; Mike Reilly, So., ; GarrettRolsma, R-
Fr.,; Coby Sadler, Sr.1i Cht!s Scrupps, Jr.,; Johnny Spevak, R-Fr.,; Kyle 
Williams, R-Fr.,; BuddyWood, R-Fr.,; PatYepxa, Jr.,; 
S E C U ~o S PAC t F I C 
1NSU1'.AN CE 
B 1'.0 KE ~S 
For-all your insurance needs 
·Javier Rodriguez 
Bilingual Services (Spanish) 
(509) 925-1616~ 
l ... ~J.?.Q .. ~.: .. <;~E.Y.~~ .. M .. ~~j.! .. ~ ................... .i.~~~-~.~:.~~-~~~~g.~.~-~.@.~.~-g~~~.~l?.~.~.~~~~:.~.?.~.l 
Pregn.ant? 
You have options. 
1-800-395-HELP or in Ellensburg 92~-2273 
Free Test. Caring. Confidential. · 
. Located in Downtown Ellensbur at 111 East 4'h 
Mick Para 
ff reporter,. 
As the weather turns and the 
snow faHs, the arrival of the 
Warren Miller Movie gets snow 
··· enthusiasts tongues wagging and 
hearts racing several weeks ear-
is that time of year again, 
when students start planning 
th~ir schedules around incoming 
cdid fronts and divert all avail-
able funds to support their ski or 
snowboarding habits. 
St.eve Aldous is a six-year 
snowboarder fr6m the west side 
of the mountains. 
Kane Gardner is an eighteen' 2' 
year skier with east side experi-
ence who boasts of never trying 
snowboarding; 
Though they have different 
views on which sport is more 
~~.ely of theJ~q, snowboarding<!;cyl 
· A'or$~~ing, the~both have a simi-
lar perspective in their riding 
style. 
/)I like to s~nd my mornings 
in the backco!.:!ntry, getting the 
fre:~ P?wder re finis~jn~ the1,:[!!. 
gay';;:i[i~Tt i !1parks/1 said · 
Aldous. 
Gardner off tared th is descrip-
tion of bis ridi~~ style. 
1
'1 am an" aggressive back-
country skier butgiven the right 
condi!iqns spend 1sorne 
in the said Gardner. 
The athletes have visited 
some of the same mountains and 
offered their opin'ions on the 
mountains in the region. 
Theo Summit ~t Snoqualmie, 
50 miles away, is without a 
doubt the closest mountain to 
Ellensburg. 
Regardle~s of the terrain isn't 
the most challenging for inter-
mediate to experienced riders it 
doesn't me;;i.n it can't hold your 
attention for the day. Alpental, 
just down the road from the 
main Summit parking lot, boasts 
a 2,280 vertical drop and 825 
skiable acres. 
"Snoqualmie has a lot more 
to offer than people give it credit 
for, like Alpental's epic back-
country,'' Aldous said. 
Mission Ridge1 located qut-
side of Wenatchee, isn't too 
much ofa trek for good riding. 
While the mountain is small rt 
;Boasts lots of cat tracks and trails 
I inking the near thirty differe!lt 
med,.runs. · 
Missifih has 't best overall 
;;runs; you can get long groomed 
r4ns and untracked bowl skiing," 
:.,0 ®;ardner said. 1'PluS.the install~ 
ment of the,new quad makes 
much re 
Mission Ridge has two very 
decent places to get an afford-
able bite to eat. The expansion of 
their terrain park and the leg-
endary "BoNbers Bowl" makes 
'·ion Ri~gi;1.~my$t\this sea:- ' 
1
' Mission has super fun free-
rid ing, and some of the bowls 
can get pretty gnarly," Aldous 
said. 
Another close ski area is 
Stevens Pass. The front side of 
the mountain is all groomed runs 
and offers one of the best and 
probably most maintained ter~ 
rain parks in the state. 
"Stevens is definitely fun and 
mellow and the park is the best 
in the state, the design is innova-
tive and fun," sakl Aldous. 
The backside of Stevens 
offers up two chairs and a vast 
area ·of untracked snow that 
makes for great double black 
diamond skiing if it stays dry . 
• 
